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Dear
Re: Beauly – Blackhillock and the Blackhillock – Kintore
reinforcement projects
Thank you for making me aware of the SSE proposal to construct a
new double circuit overhead line with lattice steel towers between
the existing Beauly, Blackhillock and Kintore substations.
VisitScotland, as Scotland’s National Tourism Organisation, has a
strategic role to develop Scottish tourism in order to get the
maximum economic benefit for the country. It exists to support the
development of the tourism industry in Scotland and to market
Scotland as a quality destination. While VisitScotland understands
and appreciates the importance of a reliable energy supply, tourism
is crucial to Scotland’s economic and cultural well-being. It sustains
a great diversity of businesses throughout the country. According to
a recent independent report by Deloitte, tourism generates £11
billion for the economy and employs over 200,000 – which is 9% of
the Scottish workforce. Tourism provides jobs in the private sector
and stimulates the regeneration of urban and rural areas.
Scenery and the natural environment have become the two most
important factors for visitors in recent years when choosing a
holiday location. However, energy supply infrastructure is a part of
the landscape in nearly every destination in the world. As with any
development which could impact on the natural landscape, such
projects should be sensitive to their surroundings and involve a full
consultation with all interested parties.
The importance of this element to tourism in Scotland cannot be
underestimated. The character and visual amenity value of
Scotland’s landscapes is a key driver of our tourism product: a large

majority of visitors to Scotland come because of the landscape,
scenery and the wider environment, which supports important
visitor activities such as walking, cycling wildlife watching and
visiting historic sites. Given the importance of Scottish tourism to
the economy, and of Scotland’s landscape in attracting visitors to
Scotland, VisitScotland would strongly recommend any potential
detrimental impact of the proposed development on tourism whether visually, environmentally and economically - be identified
and considered in full.
I hope this information is helpful to you and that you are able to
reach a satisfactory conclusion with SSE.
Best wishes,
Jo
Jo Robinson
Regional Director | Aberdeen City & Shire | Moray Speyside
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From textiles and technology, to architecture, fashion, and more, the 2016
Year of Innovation, Architecture and Design, running from 1 January to 31
December shines the spotlight on Scotland’s greatest assets, icons, and
hidden gems. We invite you to come and discover Scotland’s breathtaking
architecture, bold design and incredible innovation during 2016! #IAD2016
Show your #ScotSpirit....Join the conversation
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Tha am post-d seo (agus faidhle sam bith na chois) dìomhair agus sochairichte. Mas ann le
mearachd a tha thu air am post-d fhaighinn, cuir fios gun dàil chun neach a chur thugaibh e
agus dubh às an teachdaireachd-sa sa bhad. Na dèan lethbhreac den fhiosrachadh, na
foillsich e ann an dòigh sam bith, na dèan gnìomh ri a linn.
Dh'fhaodadh beachdan pearsanta a bhith gan cur an cèill sam post-d seo nach eil a'
riochdachadh beachdan VisitScotland. Tha siostam post-dealain VisitScotland (an
teachdaireachd sam post-dealain seo agus ceangalachain sam bith) ga mheasadh agus ga
chlàradh gu tuaireamach airson adhbharan tèarainteachd agus trèanadh.
Tha VisitScotland a’ comhairleachadh gu bheil sibh a’ fosgladh puist-d agus cheangalachain
aig ur cunnart fhèin.

